PROF. JAMES SOBREDO (extreme right) join his students, including
Samantha Marti (kneeling second from left) and Angela Sarte (standing
7th from left), Vangie Buell and Terry Bautista in the Samsung Hall of
Asian Arts Museum in San Francisco to witness the opening of Filipino
American History Month. PHOTO BY JAMES SOBREDO

Angela Sarte, whose family hails from llocos and Manila, was glad to learn more about her
culture, being a second-generation Filipino American.

“Growing up, my family is very traditional but at the same time there could be a cultural
disconnect trying to keep my Filipino values as well as adapting to American culture. So |
was amazed to see a lot of us come together and be able to celebrate our culture. | am very
fascinated to learn that we have a large Filipino community here willing to come out to
celebrate because | feel like in Sacramento we should have something more like that too,”
Sarte disclosed.

Prof. Sobredo’'s Sacramento State Students were featured in Filipino Newspaper
Quoted from the Philippine Inquirer :

Among the Filipino leaders who were in the audience was tenured Filipino American Professor
Asian American studies James Sobredo of California State University in Sacramento.

Sobredo has been teaching Filipino American history, Philippine history as well as Filipino global
migration for 17 years. He brought along his students from Sacramento to be part of the San
Francisco Fil-Am History celebration.

“October is very important because on October 1587, the first Filipinos arrived here and they were
referred to in the Manila Galleon documents as Ochos Luzones Indios. They were first thought to be
native Americans, but the research of Filipino American National Historical Society, particularly
Prof. Eloisa Gomez-Borra at UCLA, proved that these were in fact Indios from Luzon who are
Filipinos. They came as part of the Manila Galleon Trade, which was the largest economic system in
the entire world at the time, making Manila a center of trade,” Sobredo lectured.



He added that Filipinos were the ones who built and sailed the galleons, an important role they still
perform as today practically every merchant marine fleet in the world also has Filipino sailors.

“The significance of having a history month is to let the general public know that Filipinos have
played a very important role for over 400 years in the United States. We are the largest Asian group
in California and we have the second highest income among all families in California. I hope Filipinos
realize that we have reached critical mass,” stressed Sobredo.

“The most important message | have is that | hope Filipinos support our activities by coming to
these events and more importantly by taking our Filipino American classes which are offered in
Sacramento, San Francisco State, Berkeley, East Bay and also Davis state universities,” Sobredo said.

The students Sobredo brought with him were fascinated and grateful for the chance to be part of the
festivities.

“I witnessed a very interesting presentation. We watched the opening ceremony summoning of the
gods. | have never experienced anything like this and it was very different for me at the same time
informative because I learned about the Filipino culture. I think altogether culture is very important
for the people,” said Samantha Marti, a non-Filipino student.

“I don’t really identify with my culture because [ don’t really know anything much about it. So
learning other cultures is interesting. I learned in Filipino culture that they incorporate a lot of the
arts like in a regular mural and food. Coming here to see and learning more about Filipino culture
had just enlightened me altogether,” Marti explained.

Angela Sarte, whose family hails from Ilocos and Manila, was glad to learn more about her culture,
being a second-generation Filipino American.

“Growing up, my family is very traditional but at the same time there could be a cultural disconnect
trying to keep my Filipino values as well as adapting to American culture. So [ was amazed to see a
lot of us come together and be able to celebrate our culture. I am very fascinated to learn that we
have a large Filipino community here willing to come out to celebrate because I feel like in
Sacramento we should have something more like that too,” Sarte disclosed.

Source: article by Jun Nucum, "Fil-Am History Month festivities open at SF Asian Art Museum, "
Philippine Inquirer, October 7, 2015.
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